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be just, and the justifierofhim who believeth in Jesus. At the
first promulgation of the Gospel it was rejected, except by those
who had been called to salvation, alike by the two great divisions
of mankind.    To the Jew it was a stumblingblock, because it
contradicted the received interpretation of the prophets ; and
they whose carnal imagination was lifted up with the hope of
a triumphant, conquering Messiah, overlooked the predictions
of a  contrary description,  and could not perceive, like the
apostles, till their minds were opened to understand the Scrip-
tures, that He must suffer before He entered into glory; that He
must endure the shameful death of the cross before He sat down
on the right hand of God, waiting till his enemies are made his
footstool.   To the Greeks, who delighted in the speculations of
a vain philosophy, by which they had been, as it were, taken
prisoners, the Gospel appeared foolishness ; yet when patiently
and fairly examined, the former would find it, by happy experi-
ence, to be the power of God, and the latter the wisdom of God.
And so it has proved in every age, and will to the end of the
dispensation.    Since the fall of Adam there has never been
but one way of salvation.   Placed on his creation under the
covenant of works, and under circumstances more favourable
than any of his descendants, he yielded to temptation, and
transgressed the single command given him as a test of his
obedience. His son and all his descendants being born subsequent
to his fall, inherited a depraved nature, and had neither the
will nor the ability to keep the law.    If saved, then, they
must be saved through the obedience of another, and that can
only be the promised seed of the woman, whom  even the
Koran declares to be free from original sin, and intimates, by
the designation of the Son of Mary, to have had no human
father.    Misled by Gnostic fancies, Mohammed maintains that
he was raised to heaven without having endured the cross.
His death on it, however, was indispenable to satisfy the justice
of his offended Father; and to this sacrifice, to which we look
back with adoring gratitude, the believers of preceding times
are alike indebted for salvation, who received a good report
through faith, yet received not the promise, God having pro-
vided some better thing for us, that they without us should not